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TAGS: PFOR IS 

SUBJECT: AVINERI SPEECH ON PALESTINIAN HOMELAND 

1 . AT DINNER OF AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
APRIL 25, SHLOMO AVINERI, WHO WAS THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER, 

PRESENTED A LENGTHY AND DETAILED EXPOSITION OF THE ' OBJEC- 
TIVE" REASONS WHY ISRAEL CANNOT ACCEPT A WEST BANK 
PALESTINIAN STATE. THROUGHOUT THE TALK HE REFERRED ONLY TO 
A "WEST BANK STATE". AT ONE POINT HE INADVERTENTLY SAID 
"WEST BANK-GAZA STATE", BUT QUICKLY CORRECTED HIMSELF. 

TAKING ALLON'S APRIL 24 INTERVIEW WITH LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR 
AS HIS POINT OF REFERENCE, AVINERI ECHOED ALLON'S STATEMENT 
THAT ISRAEL WOULD "INSIST" THAT THE "PALESTINIAN PROBLEM" 

BE RESOLVED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE GENERAL MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT. ANY SETTLEMENT THAT DID NOT TAKE CARE OF THE 
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PALESTINIAN PROBLEM WOULD NOT ENDURE. 

2. THE FOLLOWING WERE HIS MAIN POINTS: 

A. A WEST BANK STATE WOULD NOT SOLVE "PALESTINIAN PROBLEM". 

SUCH A STATE WOULD BE TOO SMALL AND ITS ECONOMIC BASE TOO 
NARROW TO PERMIT THE ABSORPTION OF ANY OF THE PALESTINIAN 
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REFUGEES NOW IN CAMPS IN GAZA, LEBANON, JORDAN, AND ELSE- 
WHERE. THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES WOULD THUS REMAIN IN 
CAMPS AND CONTINUE TO BE A SOURCE OF INSTABILITY IN THE 
AREA. THE ONLY VIABLE SOLUTION WAS A COMPLETE LINKAGE OF 
THOSE AREAS OF THE WEST BANK THAT ISRAEL IS PREPARED TO 
RETURN WITH JORDAN. 

THE REFUGEES COULD THEN BE RESETTLED ON THE EAST BANK. 

B. A CREATION OF A WEST BANK STATE WOULD DEPRIVE THE 
PALESTINIANS ON THE EAST BANK, WHO IN FACT ARE A MAJORITY 
OF THE JORDANIAN POPULATION, OF THE RIGHT TO EXPRESS THEIR 
PALESTINIAN NATIONALITY. THIS WOULD LEAD TO EFFORTS BY 
THE WEST BANKERS TO OVERTHROW HUSSEIN AND TAKE OVER THE 
EAST BANK; THE WEST BANK TAIL WOULD END UP WAGGING AT EAST 
BANK DOG. 

C. A WEAK, UNSTABLE WEST BANK STATE WOULD BE A NATURAL 
BASE FOR SOVIET SUBVERSION. A WEST BANK LINKED TO 
HUSSEIN, HOWEVER, WOULD BE ABLE TO RESIST SOVIET DOMINA- 
TION. 

D. ISRAEL WILL INSIST THAT ANY TERRITORY EVACULATED ON 
THE WEST BANK MUST BE TOTALLY DEMILITARIZED. IT WOULD BE 
TOO MUCH TO EXPECT THAT AN INDEPENDENT WEST BANK STATE, OR 
FOR THAT MATTER ANY INDEPENDENT STATE, COULD ACCEPT TOTAL 
DEMILITARIZATION. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WOULD BE MUCH 
EASIER FOR A COMBINED JORDAN-PALESTINIAN STATE TO ACCEPT 
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DEMILITARIZATION OF A SINGLE SMALL WEST BANK REGION, WHILE 
MAINTAINING ITS ARMS IN THE REST OF THE COUNTRY. 

3. THROUGHOUT THE TALK, AVINERI EMPHASIZED THAT ISRAEL 
WAS NOT UNMINDFUL OF OR UNCARING FOR THE NEEDS OF THE 
PALESTINIANS. ISRAEL INSISTS HOWEVER THAT THEIR FUTURE 
LIES WITH JORDAN, WHICH AFTER ALL REPRESENTS TWO-THIRDS OF 
THE ORIGINAL PALESTINE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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